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SUBJECT: SOUTH LEBANON: SECRETARY GENERAL’S LETTER TO 
SECURITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT, APRIL 19 

1 . SECRETARY GENERAL’S LETTER TO SC PRESIDENT DATED 

APRIL 19 WAS CIRCULATED TO SECURITY COUNCIL MEMBERS UNDER 
INFORMAL ROUTING SLIP MID-MORNING APRIL 19. 
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2. TEXT OF LETTER AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE: MR. PRESIDENT, 

ON COMPLETING MY VISIT TO THE AREA, I WISH TO 
INFORM THE SECURITY COUNCIL WITHOUT DELAY OF THE CURRENT 
STATE OF AFFAIRS CONCERNING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SECURITY 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 425 (1978), ESPECIALLY IN RELATION TO 
THE WITHDRAWAL OF ISRAELI FORCES FROM LEBANESE TERRITORY. 
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IN THE LIGHT OF MY VISIT TO THE AREA OF OPERATIONS, I SHALT. 

BE COMMUNICATING IN A SEPARATE LETTER MY FURTHER RECOM- 
MENDATIONS CONCERNING THE UNITED NATIONS INTERIM FORCE 
IN LEBANON. 

DURING MY VISIT TO THE AREA, I HAD EXTENSIVE 
TALKS WITH THE PRESIDENT, THE PRIME MINISTER, AND THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER OF LEBANON CONCERNING THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF TALKS WITH MR. ARAFAT CONCERNING PRACTICAL ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RESOLUTION. I SHALL BE 
REPORTING MORE FULLY ON THIS ASPECT OF MY VISIT AT A LATER 
STAGE. 

IN ISRAEL I HAD TALKS WITH THE PRIME MINISTER, 

THE FOREIGN MINISTER, AND THE DEFENCE MINISTER CON- 
CERNING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION 425 AND ESPECIALLY 
THE QUESTION OF ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL. DURING THESE TALKS I 
STRESSED THE URGENT NEED FOR WITHDRAWAL OF ISRAELI FORCES 
FROM SOUTHERN LEBANON IN ACCORDANCE WITH RESOLUTION 425. 
THE PRIME MINISTER ASSURED ME OF THE FIRM INTENTION OF 
ISRAEL TO WITHDRAW COMPLETELY FROM LEBANESE TERRITORY. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, I HAVE NOW BEEN INFORMED 
BY THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES OF THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC STEPS 
IN THIS REGARD: 
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FOR PURPOSES OF WITHDRAWAL, ISRAEL PROPOSES 
THAT THE WITHDRAWAL WILL TAKE PLACE IN TWO PHASES, FROM 
A CENTRAL AREA, FROM WHICH THE IDF WILL BE COMPLETELY 
WITHDRAWN BY 30 APRIL 1978, AND FROM A BELT ALONG THE ADL 
IN THE SOUTH AND TO THE NORTH, THE WITHDRAWAL FROM WHICH 
WILL BE ARRANGED IN THE NEAR FUTURE. A MAP DELINEATING 
THIS PLAN WILL BE PROVIDED TO THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

THE CENTRAL AREA, FROM WHICH THE IDF WILL COM- 
PLETE ITS WITHDRAWAL ON 30 APRIL 1978, MAY BE DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS: THE AREA OF WITHDRAWAL SOUTH OF THE LITANI 
IS BORDERED ON THE WEST BY THE MEDITERRANEAN, IN THE 
SOUTH BY GRID LINE 672, IN THE EAST BY AN APPROXIMATE 
NORTH-SOUTH LINE TWO KILOMETRES EAST OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MAJDAL SILM, JWAYYA AND QANA. THIS CENTRAL AREA IS 
APPROXIMATELY 550 SQUARE KILOMETRES 

AND TOGETHER WITH THE AREA PREVIOUSLY VACATED BY ISRAEL 
ON 1 1 AND 14 APRIL AMOUNTS TO APPROXIMATELY 750 SQUARE KILO- 
METRES AND REPRESENTS APPROXIMATELY 65 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL 
TERRITORY OF SOUTHERN LEBANON OCCUPIED BY ISRAEL. 
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I HAVE INSTRUCTED GENERAL SIILASVUO TO CONTINUE, 

AS A MATTER OF URGENCY. HIS CONTACTS WITH THE ISRAELI 
AUTHORITIES WITH A VIEW TO COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL OF ISRAELI 
FORCES IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 425. 

I SHOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR THE POSSIBILITY TO 
ELABORATE ORALLY TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
ON THE ABOVE LETTER AT THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. 

PLEASE ACCEPT, MR. PRESIDENT, THE ASSURANCES 
OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. 

KURT WALDHEIM 
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AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
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END QUOTE. YOUNG 
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